PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
OCTOBER 16, 2007

A meeting of the Planning and Economic Development Committee was held on Tuesday,
October 16, 2007 at 7:02 p.m. in the Aldermanic Chamber.

Chairman Brian S. McCarthy presided.

Members of the Committee present: Alderman-at-Large Steven A. Bolton, Vice Chair
Alderman Mark S. Cookson
Alderman Michael Tabacsko
Alderman Richard LaRose

Also in Attendance: Alderman-at-Large David W. Deane
Alderman-at-Large Fred S. Teeboom
Alderman Marc W. Plamondon
John Barker, Division Director, Information Technology
Mike Lowe, Planning Board Liaison
Katherine E. Hersh, Div. Dir., Community Development
Roger Houston, Manager, Planning Director

PRESENTATION

Director Barker updated the committee on the IT department.

COMMUNICATIONS

From: Roger L. Houston, AICP, Planning Director
Re: Planning Board Members — Initial and On-Going Training (O-07-138)

MOTION BY ALDERMAN TABACSKO TO ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE
MOTION CARRIED

From: Carter W. Falk, AICP, Deputy Planning Manager
Re:  Zoning Board Members — Initial and On-Going Training (O-07-139)

MOTION BY ALDERMAN TABACSKO TO ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE
MOTION CARRIED

MOTION BY ALDERMAN TABACSKO THAT THE RULES BE SO FAR SUSPENDED AS TO
ALLOW FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF A COMMUNICATION RECEIVED AFTER THE AGENDA
WAS PREPARED

MOTION CARRIED
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From: Stephen Bennett, Deputy Corporation Counsel
Re: Planning & Zoning Bd. Training Ordinances

MOTION BY ALDERMAN TABACSKO TO ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE
MOTION CARRIED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS — None

NEW BUSINESS — RESOLUTIONS

R-07-263
Endorsers: Alderman-at-Large Fred S. Teeboom
Alderman-at-Large David W. Deane
Alderman-at-Large James R. Tollner
Alderman Daniel Richardson
Alderman Mark S. Cookson
Alderman Richard LaRose
Alderman Robert A. Dion
APPROVING THE USE OF THE BLACK BOX SPACE AT 14 COURT STREET
FOR A STUDIO, PRODUCTION AND CENTRAL BROADCASTING FACILITY
FOR PUBLIC, EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL (PEG) ACCESS TELEVISION

MOTION BY ALDERMAN COOKSON TO RECOMMEND FINAL PASSAGE

ON THE QUESTION

Chairman McCarthy

Director Barker did you want to give us a quick synopsis of what we are doing at Court Street?

John Barker

We needed to find a location for production, studios, post-production work on our videos, and for
distribution: that is servers and the like. Obviously there was insufficient space here in City Hall.
There was no other — we looked at a number of alternatives outside of City Hall where we might be
able to do this. Just so you understand some of the criteria, location had to have at least 10-12
foot ceilings for a lighting grid, we were told by consultants we needed about 3,000 sq. ft. of space
to be able to properly do this like the other community television sites were. We had to have
suitable electric, HVAC, environmental controls, you need to be able to access it pretty much 24/7
for loading equipment and servicing it. Obviously it had to be within our budget, which is not big.
We had to have security on the entrance and exit, and we really wanted as central a location with
the city as possible.

We looked at a number of spots; at Riverside where Transit and DPW are, some fire department
locations, talked about the possibility of sharing some things with the police department and with
the school system, which does have a studio there, but that studio is a classroom. It is essentially
a learning laboratory and it is not available either by funding or by classroom schedule to be used
as a government educational production studio. That is not its intent and never was.

























































