PERSONNEL/ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
MARCH 13, 2008

A meeting of the Personnel/Administrative Affairs Committee was held on Thursday, March 13, 2008, at
7:03 p.m. in the Aldermanic Chamber.

Chair David MacLaughlin presided.

Members of the Committee present: Alderman Marc W. Plamondon
Alderman Paul M. Chasse, Jr.
Alderman Jeffrey T. Cox
Alderman-at-Large David W. Deane

Members Not in Attendance:

Also in Attendance: Mayor Donnalee Lozeau

INTERVIEWS

Chairman MacLaughlin

Madam Mayor would you like to step forward with your nominees?

Mayor Lozeau

Thank you. This evening | would like to introduce to you, although you have all met, my Executive
Secretary/Administrative Assistant Mrs. Brenda Cloutier. She has been here on staff since two weeks
after | started. | think many of you have met her.

It is my understanding that the ordinance calls for the Administrative Assistant by the Mayor to be
appointed and brought before the Board of Aldermen. It seems to me that the spirit of that law when it
was first put in the Charter was likely almost a Deputy Mayor position, and | know in the past different
Mayors have used that position for different purposes; Chiefs of Staff, that sort of thing.

| had determined that | really didn’t want a position in the office that outranked lets say the other
positions, and | really strive to put a team together in the office where everybody works together, and
that they are colleagues.

When | looked at the staff and knew that | had to bring someone before the committee as the
Administrative Assistant, | brought someone that | believe is in the true sense of today’s terms of an
Administrative Assistant, and that is Mrs. Cloutier. | think you will see from her resume, which |
distributed to the full Board, that her experience is very lengthy, her references were steller, she is
remarkably professional, her work ethic has kept pace with mine, which is really great. We work very
similar. 1 have really enjoyed having her in my office. | am sure she would be happy to answer any
questions that the committee may have. Thank you for letting me introduce her.
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Administrative Assistant to the Mayor

Brenda J. Cloutier (New Appointment) Indefinite Term at the Pleasure of the Mayor

Chairman MacLaughlin

Are there any Alderman who would like to comment or question the appointment?

Alderman Deane

| have no questions. | just wanted to comment on the resume. It is very impressive. I wish you well.
Alderman Cox

| kind of find this kind of ludicrous myself. She has already been on the job for two months, and now we
bring it up. What happens if we say no?

Mayor Lozeau

| would be very disappointed.

Alderman Cox

Maybe we ought to look at changing the ordinance or the Charter. Nice resume.

Chairman MacLaughlin

For my purpose, | want to say welcome to city government. | am sure you are finding this to be an
interesting experience. What so far would you say your reaction has been to your duties or your
experiences in the office of the Mayor up to this point?

Brenda Cloutier

It is every bit as exciting as | thought it would be. Every day is different and fun and challenging.

Chairman MaclLaughlin

Would you comment on what some of the more fun aspects are and maybe also what some of the more
challenging moments have been so far?

Brenda Cloutier

Well the fun aspect would definitely be the staff. We have a really good crew working with the Mayor.
The challenges are there are so many balls in the air all the time. There is always so much going on,
and trying to keep track of them all, and making sure that we don’t drop one.























































































